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UN-Sudan Relations  

- UN Undersecretary for Humanitarian Affairs John 
Holmes visited a town in eastern Chad yesterday 
where he expressed concern over the growing 
number of refugees fleeing to Chad from Sudan.  
The influx could become an "intolerable burden" on 
Chad. Holmes added, “One big difference between 
here and Sudan is that at least here authorities are 
very cooperative. Their humanitarian needs are so 
big that they are happy to have us in the country." 
(AP, Al-Rai Al-Aam))  

- Sudanese Ambassador to the Washington John 
Akee stated yesterday that only minor issues stand 
in the way of his government’s willingness to allow 
the UN to provide support to end the violence in 
Darfur. Ambassador Akee clarified that his 
government’s support for the proposal does not 
apply to the UN’s plan to deploy peacekeeping 
forces to Darfur, but rather is limited to UN 
logistical and communications assistance to AU 
peacekeepers already on the ground. Ukee added 
that his optimism about Sudan’s acceptance of a 
U.N. role was based on discussions in recent days 
with top officials in Khartoum: "The ministers said 
there are certain things we have to agree on that 
should be resolved in next few days," he said, 
speaking at a forum sponsored by the Institute on 
Religion and Public Policy in the U.S. (AP, Al-
Intibaha)  

- State Foreign Minister Ali Karti is scheduled to 
sign a bilateral agreement with the UN regarding 
the facilitation of humanitarian assistance in Darfur. 
(Al- Hayat) 

 

 

 

Darfur  

- A Muscat-based paper reported yesterday that 
French paratroopers launched a lightening raid on 6 
March, destroying the Sudanese village Biyarow, 
near the Chadian border (Al-Intibaha)  

- Special Envoy to Sudan Jan Eliasson and AU 
Mediator Salim Ahmed Salim are scheduled to meet 
with opponents to the Darfur Peace Agreement in 
N’Djamena today. Eliasson expressed concern 
about the escalation of tribal tensions in Darfur 
which he said “express the frustration of tribes in 
Darfur with the current situation.” Eliasson 
condemned recent clashes in Omdurman between 
police authorities and members of the Sudan 
Liberation Movement (SLM) and called for an 
investigation of the incident.  (Al-Sahafa)  

Miscellaneous  

- A group of citizens blocked a security patrol in 
Abu-Hamad, northern Sudan, and seized 23 
vehicles. (Al-Sudani) 

- Security authorities arrested a Sudan Radio 
reporter following the clashes between SLM 
members and Sudanese police in Omdurman. His 
whereabouts remain unknown. (Khartoum Monitor)  

Quote of the Day 

“What is currently taking place in Darfur is an 
American–Chinese conflict over oil resources.” 
–Libyan President Moammar Gaddafi    
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